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Jim is a native of Batesville, Mississippi, and
is a 1976 graduate of The University of Mis-
sissippi. He resides in Pascagoula with his
wife, Nancy, with whom he will celebrate 45
years of marriage in August of this year. Their
daughter, Brooke, will be the first to tell you
that her father has been the ultimate role
model and mentor in her life. She grew up un-
derstanding the value of hard work and dedi-
cation as she truly was a part of the Ingalls
family. Some of her favorite memories are
from attending the revered tradition of Naval
ship christenings, as well as meeting the ships
sponsors and guests.

Jim began his career at Ingalls in 1977 as
a photographer and has progressed through
the years to various positions of increasing re-
sponsibility. Jim, has been a tireless advocate
for America’s naval supremacy on the high
seas, through shipbuilding which helped to im-
prove the quality of life for all Mississippians.

Jim’s list of accomplishments is extensive, a
few highlights from his career include being a
founding member of The Mississippi Military
Communities Council (MMCC), and most re-
cently, serving as the organization’s chairman.
In 2012, he was appointed by Governor Phil
Bryant as a commissioner of GoCoast 2020,
charged with defining how key priorities and
leveraged resources can help overcome chal-
lenges faced by the Coast in the aftermath of
the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill. He is most
proud of the impact made on the Gulf Coast
while serving alongside Governor Haley
Barbour following Hurricane Katrina.

Although, he is retiring from Ingalls Ship-
yard, we are fortunate that he will remain an
active leader in our community. Jim, congratu-
lations on your well-deserved retirement. On
behalf of Mississippi’'s Fourth Congressional
District, | thank Jim for his service.

———

CELEBRATING DR. MONTE E.
PEREZ ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM LOS ANGELES MISSION
COLLEGE

HON. TONY CARDENAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. CARDENAS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and celebrate the retire-
ment of Dr. Monte E. Perez as President from
Los Angeles Mission College, located in
Sylmar, California.

Dr. Perez graduated from James A. Garfield
High School in East Los Angeles, obtained his
bachelor's degree in Social Science Govern-
ment at California State University, Los Ange-
les, and his master's and PhD in Public Policy
and Administration from the University of
Southern California.

His career in higher education began as the
assistant director of Admissions at Stanford
University. Subsequently, he served as the di-
rector of the Educational Opportunity Program
and Student Support Services at California
State University, Los Angeles while also
teaching Political Science and Chicano Stud-
ies. He implemented numerous outreach and
retention programs at Stanford and California
State University, Los Angeles.

Selected as a policy fellow for the U.S. De-
partment of Education, he became the Sec-
retary’s senior policy analyst with expertise in
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financial aid, career education, TRIO, and
youth employment.

Upon returning to California, he was ap-
pointed to be the Director of Community and
Organizational Relations for the Educational
Testing Service’s Western Regional Office and
later promoted to Regional Office Director.

In 1997, Dr. Perez joined the National His-
panic University (NHU) in San Jose, California
as the director of Institutional Research and
was promoted to provost and vice president of
Academic Affairs. He engineered the success-
ful WASC accreditation for NHU as the first
Latino non-profit independent senior college
on the West Coast. In 2004, Dr. Perez was
selected as the vice president of Student
Services at Golden West Community College
in Huntington Beach, California where he was
a senior administrator engaged in construc-
tion, enrollment management, accreditation,
and fiscal management.

On July 1, 2008, Dr. Perez became the
President of the Moreno Valley Campus which
prepares students for vocational careers in
various sectors.

In May of 2011, Dr. Perez assumed the
presidency of Los Angeles Mission College
(LAMC), which serves the San Fernando Val-
ley and is one of the nine colleges of the Los
Angeles Community College District. LAMC
provides accessible, affordable, high-quality
learning opportunities that result in a high
transfer rate to four-year universities and col-
leges.

Dr. Perez has contributed to numerous aca-
demic presentations including his papers on
the integration of academic affairs and student
services at Oxford University, revising the
California Master Plan in Higher Education at
the University of Vienna, and Exemplary En-
rollment and Retention Strategies in Commu-
nity Colleges at the Education Testing Serv-
ice’s National Community College symposium.

Dr. Perez also serves as the President of
the national Board of Governors for the His-
panic Association of Colleges and Universities
representing 550 two-year and four-year col-
leges. In 2017, he was appointed as a Trustee
to the Los Angeles County Board of Education
by Supervisor Sheila Kuehl of the 3rd District.

| applaud the record of unparalleled accom-
plishments in the field of education and dec-
ades of community service and leadership.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION ON
ROLL CALL 196 FOR H.R. 3005 ON
REPLACING THE BUST OF ROGER
BROOKE TANEY AND REMOVING
CONFEDERATE STATUES

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, on Roll Call
196 for H.R. 3005, | inadvertently voted No
when | intended to vote Yes.

Madam Speaker, my record shows my sup-
port for H.R. 3005 in the past. In the 116th
Congress, this legislation, as H.R. 7573,
passed the House of Representatives, and |
voted Yes at that time. | intended to vote Yes
on H.R. 3005 in the 117th Congress, and | am
pleased to see that it passed the House.
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RECOGNIZING MICHAEL dJ.
GEORGINI FOR HIS SERVICE TO
MID FLORIDA COMMUNITY SERV-
ICES, INC.

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Madam Speaker,
it is with sincere appreciation that | recognize
Michael J. Georgini for his leadership and
service as Chief Executive Officer of Mid Flor-
ida Community Services, Inc. for the past 42
years. After more than four decades of serv-
ice, Mr. Georgini will retire from Mid Florida
Community Services, Inc. this June.

Since 1978, Michael J. Georgini has been
Chief Executive Officer of Mid Florida Commu-
nity Services, Inc. Mr. Georgini holds a bach-
elor's degree in Organizational Management
and is a Certified Community Action Profes-
sional. He has been a dedicated community
action leader and a steadfast servant to our
community throughout his career.

Under his leadership Mid Florida Community
Services, Inc., now operates eight programs
across a vast service area spanning from the
west coast to the east coast of Florida, includ-
ing Hernando, Citrus, Lake, Pasco, Sumter,
Polk, and Volusia counties. In addition, serv-
ices have expanded to include Head Start
Programming, Weatherization, Energy Assist-
ance, Senior Services, Children’s Advocacy
Center, and Emergency Support programs.
Growing the organization’s capital from
$386,000 to its current funding level of nearly
$40 million annually, during his tenure, Mr.
Georgini has impacted the lives of hundreds of
thousands of families, individuals, children,
and seniors with life-changing services and
approaches to help them succeed.

| am honored to recognize Michael Georgini
and thank him for his dedication and many
contributions to the Central Florida community.
His commitment to excellence, leadership and
service is to be admired, and may it inspire
others to follow in his footsteps. My sincerest
wishes and congratulations to him on his
retirement.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam Speaker,
due to President Biden’s failure to address the
crisis at the southern border, | was not present
in the House and unable to vote on June 29,
2021.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 191, and NAY on Roll
Call No. 196.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARRY MOORE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| was unavoidably detained due to sickness. |
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was unable to vote on June 29, 2021 for these
reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY on Roll Call No. 189; NAY on Roll
Call No. 190; NAY on Roll Call No. 191; YEA
on Roll Call No. 192; NAY on Roll Call No.
193; YEA on Roll Call No. 194; NAY on Roll
Call No. 195; and NAY on Roll Call No. 196.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF COLONEL
VANG FONG

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Colonel Vang Fong. Vang
passed away on February 17, 2021 in Fresno
County. Vang was a husband, father, and
grandfather and a leader in the Secret War in
Laos.

Vang was born on January 1, 1944 in
Rhawv Zeb, Xieng Khouang, Laos to Cheu
Xang Vang and Nai Lor. He was one of eight
children. In the year of 1960, Vang left school
at the age of 12 to join the CIA’s Secret Army
in Laos. He was chosen by the late Brigadier
General Vang Pao in 1962 to attend military
training at Savannakhet. It was there that
Vang obtained the CCB/Premier Degree from
Pham Khaum.

Vang was stationed to Long Cheng, Laos.
After hard work and dedication to protect all
around him, he quickly rose rank and he was
promoted to W—4 Chief Warrant Officer. After
a brief period as W—4 Chief Warrant Officer,
he was named to Lieutenant Colonel in 1964.
Nine years later, he was appointed to rep-
resent the second military region at Luang
Prabang, Laos.

His love for his family encouraged him to
make a decision on the subject of moving. He
moved in 1980 and his family resettled in
Hamilton, Montana. After living in Montana, he
then had everyone move to Huntington Beach,
California to reunite with the rest of his family.
This move inspired Vang to be active in what-
ever community he resided in. He was a
member of the Lao Veterans of America; in-
corporated since 1989, and the Special Guer-
rilla Units (SGU) Veterans and Families, incor-
porated since 2009.

Even while Vang worked alongside the late
General Vang Pao to ensure equality, social
justice and opportunities for Hmong families in
America, he still enjoyed being around his
family. In 1964 he married Mylee Vang, and in
1968 he married Kao Lee. Throughout his life,
he raised 10 children.

Vang was well-respected in the Hmong
community for his courage and leadership in
protecting many people during the Secret War
in Laos. Vang participated in numerous
events. He participated in the Central Valley
Veterans Day Parade in Fresno, California,
where he settled for the remainder of his life.
His love for his culture was evident and admi-
rable to many in the community.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life of Colonel Vang Fong.
His service and contributions to the Nation
and State of California will not be forgotten.
He will be fondly remembered in the Central
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Valley. | join his family and friends in cele-
brating Vang’s life.

MS. ANN WHITAKER

HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Ann Whitaker for her upcoming
50th anniversary with the Annie Gardner
Foundation in Graves County, Kentucky.

Ann began her career with the Annie Gard-
ner Foundation on July 5, 1971, as an admin-
istrative assistant. She has helped so many in
the Mayfield community, going above and be-
yond to assist the less fortunate in their times
of need. Those who are lucky enough to know
Ann describe her as dependable, compas-
sionate, and sincere.

Anyone who spends half a century with one
organization is incredibly dedicated and genu-
inely loves what they do. Ann is loved by all
of those in her community, and | am honored
to represent her in Congress.

Once again, | congratulate Ann on this
achievement. | look forward to hearing about
all the wonderful work she will continue to do
in her role at the Annie Gardner Foundation
and beyond.

IN HONOR OF RAYANN DIONNE

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Rayann Dionne, who is the 2021 re-
cipient of the NH Coastal Adaption
Workgroup’s Climate Champion Award. The
CAW Climate Champion Award is given to
members of the Seacoast community who are
powerful advocates for climate-related re-
search and adaptation work. For 12 years,
Rayann served as the Conservation Coordi-
nator for the Town of Hampton where she
championed climate adaptation efforts. In ad-
dition, Rayann also serves as Vice President
and Treasurer of the Seabrook-Hampton Estu-
ary Alliance.

Rayann has been an invaluable part of the
Hampton community, overseeing complex
issues including conservation efforts,
stormwater management, and floodplain man-
agement. Hampton has several miles of coast-
line and an ecologically critical estuary, and
Rayann was critical in working with FEMA to
enroll the town of Hampton in FEMA’s Com-
munity Rating System. She has been able to
engage all members of the community in her
efforts including by working with local students
on projects to maintain the health of the
Hampton-Seabrook Estuary, as well as coordi-
nating an auction of rain barrels painted by
local middle school and high school students.

Throughout her career, Rayann has been a
fierce advocate for climate resilience. A leader
on environmental issues, she has overseen
both the designing and running of workshops
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and community events for Hampton residents.
From beach clean-ups to snowshoe tours and
the installation of a rain garden at the local li-
brary, Rayann has dedicated herself to im-
proving the Seacoast community by always
bringing others into her work.

Rayann Dionne has made an immeasurable
impact on her local community and the state
of New Hampshire not only through her con-
crete actions but also through the energy and
positivity she brings to all her endeavors.
Foregrounding the importance of climate ac-
tion, Rayann has served her community in a
way that warrants our recognition. Her contin-
ued involvement in her work puts her commu-
nity, and the entire state of New Hampshire,
on a pathway towards a more climate-resilient
future.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | thank
Rayann for her decades of enthusiastic dedi-
cation to our state. The Granite State is a bet-
ter place because of the public service of
Rayann Dionne.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ATLANTIS
YACHT CLUB’S 60TH COMMIS-
SIONING DAY

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Atlantis Yacht Club of Monmouth
Beach, New Jersey on its 60th Commissioning
Day. As its officers and members gather to
celebrate this milestone, | would like to join
with them in honoring its history and spirit.

Upon returning from World War 1, a group
of veterans and their families from Barnegat
Bay to Englewood would meet up with each
other at various locations along the eastern
shoreline from New Jersey to Connecticut.
Boating became a relaxing pastime for these
families and provided an outlet from their
memories of the war. In 1961, the group
founded the club to further the fellowship that
their boating engagements had developed.

Begun at rented docks and an old Victorian
home converted into apartments in Sea Bright,
New Jersey, the club outgrew its first location
after just three years. Needing a larger loca-
tion, the group constructed its new home in
Monmouth Beach, New Jersey. The area was
marsh and needed dredging, fill, and construc-
tion to transform it into a beautiful club house,
pool and docks. The extensive work was com-
pleted with each founding member contributing
what he could in his area of expertise. The
Atlantis Yacht Club welcomed its members to
its current home in Monmouth Beach in 1968.

Since then, its membership has continued to
grow, but the kinship remains. The club
worked together to rebuild after Superstorm
Sandy and again to remain operational during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout its 60
years, the Atlantis Yacht Club has provided a
welcoming and inclusive club for families of all
backgrounds to enjoy and share.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope my col-
leagues will join me in honoring the rich his-
tory of the Atlantis Yacht Club and celebrating
its 60th Commissioning Day.
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